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Brabourne Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 25th September 2023 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 
 

To be actioned by 
 Those Present: Cllr Harbottle (Chairman), Cllr Atkins, Cllr Smith and Mrs Block (Clerk). 

In attendance: Cllr Betty (Borough Councillor) and four members of the public. 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the following statement: 

“The Parish Council expresses great sadness at the passing of former Councillor and 
Chairman Peter Clayton. Peter gave many, many years of exemplary service to the 
Parish Council and his dedication both to the Parish Council and to the community as a 
whole was evident for all to see. He will be sorely missed. I would like to propose a 
formal vote of thanks to Peter Clayton for all his years of service and for his immense 
contribution to the Parish Council.” 

Proposed by Cllr Harbottle, 
Seconded by Cllr Smith, and 

Resolved: that the Parish Council formally thanks Peter Clayton for all his years of 
service and for his immense contribution to the Parish Council. 

 

1. To receive any Apologies for absence  
 Apologies were received from Cllr Spokes (Vice-Chairman) and Cllr Edmed. These 

apologies for absence were approved. 
 

2. To receive declarations of interest (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other 
Significant Interests). The nature as well as the existence of any such interest must 
be declared. 

 

 There were no declarations of interest received.  

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th July 2023  
 Resolved: that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 24th July 2023 

be approved and confirmed as a true record. 

The minutes were duly signed. 

 

4. To discuss any Matters Arising   
 Cllr Smith reported that she had asked a resident to write a short piece about the book 

swap and that this had been uploaded to the community page. 
 

5. To receive the Borough Councillor’s report  
 A copy of the Borough Councillor’s report had been circulated to Councillors. The 

Borough Councillor added that the amended wording of the Levelling Up Bill had been 
rejected by the House of Lords and that the situation regarding nutrient neutrality 
therefore remains unresolved.  

Cllr Atkins asked whether Parliament are likely to push the Levelling Up Bill through. 
Cllr Betty said that he was unable to clarify what Parliament might do. 

The Chairman asked about the outcome of the street lighting consultation. Cllr Betty 
explained that all Parish Councils had responded, that the decision now lies with the 
Borough Council and that he currently holds the relevant portfolio. 

The Chairman asked whether there was any progress on Simon Cole responding to the 
Parish Council’s letter regarding planning application 21/01862/AS that was sent 
several months ago, along with several subsequent requests for a response. Cllr Betty 
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explained that the Borough Council is waiting on the official outcome of the judicial 
review case but expects Simon Cole to respond shortly. It was not clear why Simon Cole 
could not merely have replied to one of the Parish Council’s communications to explain 
that that was the situation. The Chairman advised of the importance of the Borough 
Council engaging effectively with Parish Councils and that the seemingly not infrequent 
practice of officers failing to respond to Parish Council communications was not 
conducive to that aim. Cllr Betty stated that he would press Simon Cole for a response. 

6. Co-option of new Councillors  
 One of the potential new candidates had withdrawn. 

Proposed by Cllr Harbottle,  
Seconded by Cllr Atkins, and 

Resolved: that Mr Thornby be co-opted to the Parish Council. 

Cllr Thornby completed the relevant paperwork and this was received by the Clerk. 

 

7. Planning Report  
 a) To receive the report of the Planning Committee 

A copy of the Planning Committee Report had been circulated to Councillors and a copy 
is available in Appendix 1 of these minutes. 

b) To receive any outstanding applications and agree a response 
PA/2023/1540: Bankside, Scots Lane, Brabourne 
The application detail was discussed. The Chairman advised that the relevant planning 
criteria require, amongst other things, an external annexe to have a clear functional 
dependency on the main dwelling. Whilst it was acknowledged that the annexe would 
include a kitchenette, as opposed to a full kitchen, it was nevertheless felt that the 
annexe could be occupied for significant periods of time without the occupant 
seemingly ever needing to share any amenities with the main dwelling. Therefore, and 
on balance, it was felt that this part of the relevant planning criteria was not met.  

It was noted that the footprint of the proposed annexe appears to be about three 
quarters that of the main dwelling and that the previous application mentioned in the 
planning statement (05/00991/AS) was for an annexe attached to the main dwelling, 
raising the question why such an annexe could no longer be attached to the main 
dwelling. It was further noted that the annexe would involve a slate roof which was 
considered to be inappropriate because AONB Unit advice is that slate is not native to 
the countryside in this area and that its use in rural locations such as this weakens local 
distinctiveness.  

Resolved: that the Parish Council objects to the application. 

 

8. Financial Matters  
 To approve the following financial documents: 

a) To agree payments in accordance with the Budget 
David Ansley (Litter picker) £498.89 
Village caretaker Account £4700.00 
Website maintenance £230.40 
Brabourne and Smeeth Scouts and Guides Management 
Committee 

£500.00 

Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall £1750.00 
St Mary’s Brabourne £250.00 
Playing Fields Association £2933.00 
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Playing Fields Association (s.106 monies) £326.00 
HMRC £4.00 
Tracey Block (September salary) £602.50 
Tracey Block (August salary) £602.50 

b) To note the Financial Position of the Parish Council for the beginning of the new 
Financial Year up to 30 June 2023. 
There is currently £43,721.15 in the bank. 

9. Section 106 Monies (Clovelly, Canterbury Road)  
 The section 106 monies have been received from Ashford Borough Council.  

Resolved: that £326 be allocated to the Playing Fields Association for the 
maintenance of outdoor sports pitches; that £759 be allocated towards a new bench 
on the Warren to replace the Maureen Darvell memorial bench (a Ward Member 
Grant has been applied for to cover the outstanding amount). 

 

10. The Warren  
 a) Warren Damage 

Quotations had been received valued between £5,500 plus VAT and £14,000 plus VAT. 
It was felt that consulting with immediate residents and the principal Councils, 
including the Highway Authority, was important before committing to a way forward. 
The Borough Councillor was asked to make enquiries at the Borough Council regarding 
any financial assistance that might be available. 

Resolved: that the Parish Council consults immediate residents and the principal 
Councils on potential ways forward. 

b) Bench Ownership 
Deferred until the next meeting as no paperwork had been received from the CLP. 

c) Tree request 
A memorial tree for Mr. Joynson had previously been approved. The location and type 
of tree were to be approved by e-mail communication. 

A second request for a memorial tree had been received, this again was for a 
centenarian. The Parish Council agreed in principle to the idea of planting a tree but 
will need to decide on the type and location of the tree by e-mail communication. 

d) Tree Trunks 
It was agreed that the trunks, originally to be made into a totem pole and benches, 
would be removed over the winter months by the caretaker due to them now being 
moved around the Warren. 

e) Picnic table 
The CLP had expressed concerns over the picnic table on the Warren. The caretaker 
has inspected and advised that no action is necessary and all Councillors agreed. 

 

11. To receive an update on the Highways Improvement Plan  
 Both village gateways are to be provided free of charge by KCC Highways.  

12. To receive an update from Parish Council Representatives  
 a) Allotments 

Cllr Smith reported that the Allotments Committee is ready to purchase a memorial 
bench. A sign to prevent delivery drivers accessing the allotments instead of the 
adjacent Abbiefields properties has been requested. There was a discussion about 
wood chips and it was reported that the pavilion had been strengthened. 
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Resolved: that a bench be purchased for users of the allotments once final details 
have been received by the Clerk; that a sign be ordered with a value of up to £60 with 
the wording of the sign to be agreed by the Allotments Committee. 

b) Caretaker Scheme 
Cllr Atkins reported that the scheme continues to run well. It had been highlighted 
recently that the hand mower will need replacing before the next season. 

c) Community Led Plan 
There was no report as Cllr Edmed was not in attendance. 

d) KALC 
Cllr Atkins stated that there were no major issues to report. 

e) Playing Field Association 
There was no report as Cllr Edmed was not in attendance. 

f) Village Hall 
Cllr Smith reported that now that the holidays are over, bookings are starting to exceed 
pre-COVID levels with a new set of yoga classes twice a week. The table tennis teams 
are using the hall for nine hours per week as last year. A new sewing group meets 
monthly and there is now a digital sewing group, a quilting group and a general sewing 
group meeting monthly for all day bookings. Party bookings at weekends have also 
increased notably this year, especially children's parties. Income is exceeding 
outgoings, but maintenance, electricity and insurance are costly. Activities supported 
by the Hall include Pilates, yoga, gardening, WI, table tennis, sewing, keep fit, karate 
for juniors and dog training. 

13. Communications   
 The Joint Communications Working Group had met and recommends as follows: that 

the Parish Councils continue to use the current e-mail address database, but that all 
email communications sent using the database should be approved by a member of 
each Parish Council prior to sending; that the Parish Councils consider the possibility of 
engaging with residents via social media and also consider the creation of a social 
media policy. 

The Working Group will meet again in due course to discuss further related matters. 

Resolved: that the Parish Council continues to use the current email address 
database, but that each email sent using the database be approved by a member of 
both Brabourne and Smeeth Parish Councils; that the Parish Council will consider the 
possibility of engaging with residents via social media and will further consider the 
creation of a social media policy. 

 

14. Open Session  
 A member of the public reported that Stowting Paddock is for sale. This is a piece of 

land that had been a cause of some local concern about six years ago.  
 

15. Any Other Business  
 The Fordred’s Charity has written to the Parish Council requesting that a representative 

from the Council attend their annual meeting on 25th October. Cllr Smith agreed to 
attend subject to final confirmation. The Clerk asked that Councillors consider any 
recipients for the Fordred’s money. 

A new wreath is required for this year’s wreath laying and it was agreed that a new 
wreath would be purchased. The Chairman will attend the wreath laying. 
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16. Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Council up to and 
including the next annual meeting of the Council 

 

 Monday 27th November 2023 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 
Monday 22nd January 2024 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 
Monday 25th March 2024 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 
Monday 27th May 2024 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 

  



56 
 

Appendix 1: Planning Committee Report 
for Parish Council meeting on 25 September 2023 

New Applications (received after the last meeting) 

PA/2023/1540: Bankside, Scots Lane, Brabourne 
Partial demolition of stables, change of use of land to incorporate the erection of a new annex 
to support the main dwelling. 
To be discussed. 

PA/2023/1147: Astra Music Studios, Fairview Farm, Fiddling Lane, Brabourne 
Retrospective erection of a single storey outbuilding. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Permit 

PA/2023/1084: Phr Farms, Bircholt Lane, Brabourne 
Installation of GF175 Biomass boiler. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

Decided Applications (except those received after the last meeting) 

OTH/2023/1270: Abbottsfield, Lees Road, Brabourne 
Beech tree - Re pollard of 3 metres by 3 metres. Hornbeam - crown reduction of 1 metre by 
1 metre. Due to both trees growing around a power line and overhanging a road. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Refuse 

PA/2023/1045: Green Lane Cottage, Green Lane, Brabourne 
Proposed front extension. Conversion of a door to a window and additional glazed panel to 
rear elevation. Changes to original fenestration and doors including associated works. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Permit 

PA/2023/1033: 2 Knatchbull Way, Brabourne Lees 
Proposed single storey front porch extension, canopy and loft conversion including rear 
dormer roof extension. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Permit 

PA/2023/0307: Burch Farmhouse, Quarrington Lane, Brabourne 
Proposed open porch on the east (front) elevation, replacement extension to the west (rear) 
and garage and carport. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Permit 
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22/01086/AS: Burch Farmhouse, Quarrington Lane, Brabourne 
Listed Building Consent: Proposed porch on the east (front) elevation. Demolish the extension 
to the west (rear). Proposed extension to the west (rear) on the footprint of the existing 
extension. Extractor fans to bathroom and kitchen with 2no. [P]lain tile vents within pitched 
roof. Replace all windows with new double glazed painted timber units. Add cowls to the 
chimney pots. Addition of new boiler externally. Create an opening between the kitchen and 
the dining area. Additional sockets in the hallway and kitchen. Additional downlight style 
ceiling lights. Proposed garage and carport. 
Parish Council: General Comment | Decision: Permit 

Awaited Applications (except those received after the last meeting) 

PA/2023/1181: Land adjacent to Hillview, Manor Pound Lane, Brabourne 
Proposed dwelling and associated parking. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

PA/2023/1109: Stone Barn, Coomb Farm, Pilgrims Way, Brabourne 
Listed Building Consent for proposed 3no. new roof windows, 1no new window to ground 
floor. Replacement front door, replacement 5no. ground floor casement windows with 
double glazed units, replacement 5no. first-floor casement windows with double-glazed units. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

PA/2023/1068: Stone Barn, Coomb Farm, Pilgrims Way, Brabourne 
Proposed 3no. roof windows. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

PA/2023/1059: Byways, Hampton Lane, Brabourne 
Two-storey rear extension following the demolition of the existing rear single-storey 
extension and associated works. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

PA/2023/0944: Bulltown Farmhouse, Bulltown Lane, Brabourne 
Lawful Development Certificate - Existing - use of upper floor of detached garage building as 
holiday let. 
Parish Council: No Comment 

PA/2022/3144: Abbottsfield, Lees Road, Brabourne 
Proposed erection of a detached single-storey dwelling with associated infrastructure. 
Parish Council: General Comment 

22/00136/AS: Liberty Barn, Canterbury Road, Brabourne 
Proposed erection of an off-grid residential dwelling (under paragraph 80 of the NPPF) 
utilising existing access. Alterations to existing barn, removal of stables and landscape 
enhancement works to wider site. 
Parish Council: Support 
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21/02231/AS: Park Farm, Pound Lane, Brabourne 
Change of use of land for the stationing of mobile camping pods in association with 
established yoga retreat business. 
Parish Council: General comment 

21/01916/AS: Bankside, Scots Lane, Brabourne 
Change of use of 2 stable blocks into 2 one bedroom holiday lets. 
Parish Council: General comment 

21/01862/AS: Land at the Street and North of Court Lodge, Brabourne 
Conversion and change of use to distillery (Sui Generis). 
Parish Council: Object 

21/01440/AS: Meadowside Farm, Scots Lane, Brabourne, TN25 6LP 
Demolition of existing agricultural barn and erection of a log cabin to be used as a temporary 
residential accommodation. 
Parish Council: Object 

20/00955/AS: Missingham Farm, Pilgrims Way, Brabourne, TN25 5LU 
Erection of two new build detached houses together with reconfiguration of adjoining 
equestrian enterprise (alternative scheme to that approved under 19/00819/AS). 
Parish Council: Object | Reconsultation: Object | Reconsultation 2: General Comment 

 

 


